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Comparison with observations

A Observations

Precip: University of Washington VIC retrospective analysis

500 hPa Heights: North American Regional Reanalysis

A Comparison period: 1980-1999

1979 omitted - (a) spinup (b) WRFP began 1 Sep 79
UW data end in mid-2000

A Analyses: monthly mean precipitation & 500 hPa Z

Fields received at lowa State for format check
For several regions in the U.S. (UW analysis extends to ~ 53°N)
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Regions Analyzed

Lo
( LA,
~J &

{ y
l

Upper MISS#SSI‘ppl

River !

1
/ \  — l 3
\

Corn
Belt |

)
\
r'

Coastal - b
Callforma Arlzona

" ‘New
Mexico

NARCCAP Users Meeting 14-15 February 2008



Coastal California

A Mediterranean climate: wet winters and dry summers
(Koeppen types Csa, Csb)

A ENSO can have strong effects on interannual
variability of precip
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Monthly Time Series - Coastal CA

Monthly precipitation for coastal Californie
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Time Series Correlations - Coastal CA
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Further Statistics - Coastal CA

Mean annual cycle, coastal Californi
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1997-1998 El Nino

A Strongest El Nifio in the instrumental record.
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January 1998
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March 1998
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