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The Canadian RCM : Presentation of The 

Model and Example Applications

ÅA few words about Ouranos

ÅPresentation of the CRCM

ÅSome end-users examples

ÅLast minute slides
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ÅCoordination of 
interdisciplinary 
research

Å90 scientists, students 
and  professionals 
working together at the 
same location

ÅAccess to an extensive 
network of experts, 
users and true 
stakeholders

550 Sherbrooke West 

Montréal

www.ouranos.ca
(near UQêM, McGill, INRS, HQ é)

18th and 19th floors, 1800 m2

The Ouranos Consortium :   Unique in Canada



The mission of Ouranos is to acquire and 

develop knowledge on climate change and its 

impacts, as well as on socio-economic and 

environmental vulnerabilities, so as to inform 

decision makers on evolution of the climate

and to provide advice on the identification, 

evaluation, promotion, and implementation of 

local and regional adaptation strategies.

MISSION
From the Ouranosô Strategic Plan 2004-2009

Consortium on Regional Climatology 

and Adaptation to Climate Change



ÅPermafrost

ÅCoastal erosion

ÅEnergy and Forestry 

ÅUrban Infrastructures

ÅWater resources

ÅOther economic sectors

ÅHealth, Public Safety 

and Extreme events

ÅEcosystems and 

Biodiversity

Ouranos Strategic Plan, 2006

Impacts Linked to 

Climate Change in Quebec
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AMNO 201x193

Ouranos Climate Simulation Team 

and Equipment

QC 112x88

ÅTeam of 8 climate simulation specialists

ÅTwo Cray-SX vector computers

ÅTwo SGI front ends (Sun ïcoming soon )

ÅOne data server (tape + robot)

ÅOne main tool to produce climate data : the Canadian 

Regional Model (CRCM)



Narccap usersô 2008 

meeting  p.6

AMNO 201x193

CRCM4

QC 112x88

AMNO 201x193

Usual set-up:

Å45km resolution

Å29 levels

Å15min timesteps

Special features:

Åprecipitation 
available at every 
timestep

ÅLarge scale nudging 

ÅCLASS land surface 
scheme with explicit 
layer for snow cover 


